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PERMITTING CANADIAN VESSELS TO TRANSPORT MERCHAN- 
DISE AND PASSENGERS BETWEEN ALASKAN PORTS AND CON- 
TINENTAL UNITED STATES FOR A TEMPORARY PERIOD 


FEBRUARY 27 (legislative day, FeEBruary 25), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Maaenuson, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8S. 2721] 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 2721) to provide transportation on Canadian 
vessels between Skagway, Alaska, and other points in Alaska, between 
Haines, Alaska, and other points in Alaska, and between Hyder, 
Alaska, and other points in Alaska or the continental United States, 
either directly or via a foreign port, or for any part of the transpor- 
tation, having considered the same, report favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to extend until June 30, 1953, a temporary 
provision of the law for the establishing of adequate transportation 
facilities for passengers between Skagway, Alaska, and other points 
in Alaska, between Haines, Alaska, and other points in Alaska, and 
passengers and merchandise between Hyder, Alaska, and other points 
in Alaska, or the continental United States, either directly or via a 
foreign port, by granting to Canadian-flag vessels only authority to 
operate in such services. 

The 1950, 1951, ‘and 1952 schedules of the American company 
providing freight service to Skagway and Haines show no passenger 
service to those ports. In the case of Hyder, Alaska, the lack of 
transportation for both passengers and merchandise has been more 
acute. The port, though small, is important because of the mining 
production there of tungsten, a vitally strategic material. Without 
adequate transportation, the mine will be forced to suspend opera- 
tions with a consequent loss, not only of valuable ore concentration, 
but of employment to a number of Alaskan citizens. Operators of 
American-flag vessels have been unwilling to service the port of Hyder. 





CANADIAN VESSELS TO TRANSPORT MERCHANDISE 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATEs, 
Hovusse oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., February 26, 1952. 
Hon. WaRREN G. MAGNUSON, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear SENATOR Maanuson: Reference is made to the bill you introduced 
yesterday, S. 2721, and my companion bill, H. R. 6774. This legislation would 
extend authority until June 30, 1953, for Canadian vesseJs to carry passengers 
between Skagway, Alaska, and other Alaska ports, between Haines, Alaska, and 
other points in the Territory, and between Hyder, Alaska, and points in the 
Territory and the continental United States. In addition, it would permit the 
carriage of merchandise on Canadian ships from and to Hyder and points in both 
the continental United States and Alaska. 

Similar authority was extended by the Congress during the first session of the 
Eighty-second Congress and is effective until June 30 of this year. Since the 
EKightieth Congress special legislation has been enacted in recognition of a situa- 
tion which has not changed since that time. American shipping facilities have 
admittedly been unable to give adequate service to Haines and Skagway with no 
service at all to Hyder. The port of Hyder is important in view of the mining 
activities in that area where tungsten, a strategic mineral, is produced. 

I have received verbal assurances from the Federal Maritime Board and the 
Interior Department that they. are in favor of the extension of present authority 
until next vear. The Alaska Steamship Co., the only American carrier serving 
Skagway and Haines, has informed me that no objection would be interposed by 
the company to an additional year’s extension of existing law. 

Sincerely yours, 
E. L. Barriert. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


The provisions of law which would be, in effect, amended by the 
proposed legislation are section 8 of the act of June 19, 1886, as 


amended (30 Stat. 248, 46 U.S. C., 1946 ed., sec. 289), and section 27 
of the act of June 5, 1920 (41 Stat. 99, 46 U.S. C., 1946 ed., sec. 883). 
The former makes transportation of passengers between ports or places 
in the United States in foreign vessels liable to a penalty of $200 per 
passenger, and the latter provides that no merchandise may be trans- 
ported in the coastwise trade in foreign vessels upon penalty of 


forfeiture. 
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